Terre Haute was suffering from 


a severe cold wave and a crime 
f 


‘wave during the winter o 
11918-1919 at the end of World War 
‘I. Crime was on the increase all 
‘aver the nation due to the restless- 
‘ness and aftermath of the recent 
“war. 
' Local residents were plagued by 
: streetcar holdups, house burglaries 
‘and daring “muggings” (a new 
| word then) on city streets. During 
‘one three-day period there were 
‘two holdups, three diamond rob- 
‘beries and a number of lesser 
: thefts. 
| On Jan. 2, Police Chief Beattie 
announced the new police assign- 
ments. Detectives William Baker 
‚and Matthew Dorley would work 
‘together, as would McMillan and 
poor’ 7 à 

e notorious “Smij ad 
‘been under r eS Pe ee 
time. Their headquarters was a 
‘ houee of ill fame at 219 Eagle St., 
ı owned and operated by May Smith. 
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Her brother, Raymond, also knéwn 
as “Buck” or “Curly” Smith, 
already was 4 hardened criminal at 
the age of 21 years. 

Other members of this gang were 
Albert Willcutt and Hilary Litton, 
and their female accomplices 
Gertrude Minton, a dope addict, 
and Lillie Freeman. Their hangout 
had been under police surveillance 


ee 
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for some time. 

On the night of Jan. 16, 1919, the 
O'Connell Carriage Shop at 318 
Che St. was robbed Ey three 
armed men. The cashier, William 
J. O'Connell, gave a detailed 
description of the bandits which fit 
the description of the three 
suspects. Their hideout in the old 
redlight district was put under 
close watch. 

The follawing night, shortly after 
10, the three men were observed 
leaving the house and walking 
west on Eagle Street. The two 
detectives assigned to the case, 
Baker and Dorley, followed them to 
Second Street where they turned 
and walked back to Sixth Street 
toward the Vandalia Railroad 
crossing. 

Word had been received earlier 
that the suspects were planning to 
skip town by hopping a freight 
train as it passed through the city. 
The detectives caught a streetcar 
and arrived at the railroad crossing 
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ahead of the bandits. 

As the trio approached the 
flagman’'s shanty Ss Dorley and 
Baker were concealed, the detec- 
tives jumped out from behind the 
building and ordered the men to 
throw up their hands. Instead of 
complying, Buck Smith grabbed 
Dorley and at the same time drew 
a revolver and began shooting: 

Detective Baker covered Willcutt 
and Litton with his revolver, forc- 
ing them to stand with their hands 
up. Meanwhile, Dorley and Smith 
were each firing revolvers as the 
opportunity presented itself. Baker 
was unable to assist Dorley. Each 
time he took his eyes off the two he 
was holding at gunpoint, they 
would reach for their guns. 

Finally, Baker worked around 
close enough to use his revolver 
without endangering Dorley, still 
locked in a deadly struggle with 
Smith. Baker fired three shots, two 
hit Smith and he fell to the ground 
mortally wounded. 


Detective Dorley knew he was 
shot, but didn't Believe his wounds 
were serious. He managed to stay 
on hia feet and aided in taking the 
men to jail. 

A passing motorist, Wiliam 
Fread, son of the grocer at Seventh 
and Lafayette, took Litton and 
Willcutt to the police station, while 
the police» ambulance removed 
Smith to St. Anthony's Hospital. 

As Detective Dorley was wheeled 
into the operating room for 
emergency surgery, Smith 
managed to raise himself up on his 
stretcher. His dying words as he 
yelled to the attendant were: 

Patch me up quick so I can go out 
and kill another cop!” 

Surgeons found that Matthew 
Dorley was in serious condition. 
Shot three times, one bullet struck 
him in the mouth 
across his forehead, and the third 
ranged upward piercing his upper 
abdomen. 

For a week after the shooting, 
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daily bulletins were issued by the 
hospital. At one time it was felt 
‘that he might recover, but he died 
Jan. 23. } 

The entire city was in mourning. 


The flag at city hall was flown 
half-mast, “and the front of the 
building was draped in black. | 
Born in Lancaster, Pd., in 1866, 
Matthew A. Dorley was married th 
Clara Geistwite by the Mayor of 
Philadelphia. They came to Terre 
Haute in 1894, Before he became a 
olice. officer he worked at the 
erre Haute Iron & Nail Works» 
He started as patrolman, was 
soon promoted to desk sergeant, to 
police chief, and then served af 
detective for a number of years. 
Mayor Gerhardt sent Detective 
Capt. Dorley and William 
Nicholson (the mayor's son-in-law) 
to St. Louis to study Bertillon 
measurements and fingerprinting. 
Dorley was the first palice official 
to establish the fingerprint system 
in Terre Haute. ~ i 


